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Explanatory Notes on Main Statistical Indicators 

 

 
Inbound Tourists refer to tourists from foreign countries, 

Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan to (mainland of) China for 

sightseeing, holidays, visiting relatives and friends, medical 

service and rehabilitation, shopping, conferences, or economic, 

cultural, sports and religious activities, and staying in a tour 

accommodation facility in (the mainland of) China for at least 

one night. They do not include: (1) officials above the rank of 

governmental ministers, and their accompanying persons who 

visit China upon invitation; (2) officials in foreign embassies 

and consulates in China, diplomatic personnel, and their 

accompanying family service personnel and dependents; (3) 

foreign experts, students, reporters, and personnel in business 

institutions who have been in (the mainland of) China for more 

than one year; (4) transit passengers via (the mainland of) China 

by international flights without passport checking; (5) people 

living on the frontiers who pass through borders; (6) 

compatriots from Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan who settle 

down in the mainland of China; (7) Foreigners that have settled 

down in China and foreign nationals that have left the country 

and then come back to settle down in (the mainland of) China; 

(8) Chinese (mainland) people who have gone abroad and 

returned to China. 

Domestic Tourists refer to domestic visitors as residents in 

(the mainland of) China who leave their regular dwelling places 

to stay at least one night and at most 12 months in a travel 

accommodation facility of other domestic places. 

Revenue from Inbound Tourism means the total spending 

of inbound tourists on traffic, tour, accommodation, restaurants, 

shopping, entertainment and so on during their tour and travel in 

(the mainland of) China. 

Revenue from Domestic Tourism means the total 

spending of domestic tourists on traffic, tour, accommodation, 

restaurants, shopping and entertainment, and so on during their 

tour and travel in China. 

Number of Inbound Tourists Organized by Travel 

Agencies means the number of inbound tourists organized by 

travel agencies in the reporting period. It shows the capacity of 

travel agencies in attracting inbound tourists; travel agencies 

shall count the tourists organized as follows: an inbound tourist 

is regarded as one visit regardless of the duration and distance of 

the tour; only the actual tourists organized by travel agencies are 

included. Those organized by other travel agencies or those who 

have visa submitted by the travel agencies are not included. 

Number of Inbound Tourists Received means the number 

of inbound tourists received by local guides dispatched by travel 

agencies in the reporting period. 

Number of Chinese Residents Going Abroad means the 

number of citizens from (the mainland of) China who are 

organized by travel agencies to visit other countries, Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region of PRC, Macao Special 

Administrative Region of PRC, and Taiwan for sightseeing, 

holiday, visiting relatives and friends, medical service and 

rehabilitation, shopping, conferences, or economic, cultural, 

sport and religious activities for official or private purpose. In 

compiling statistics, each time of leaving is counted as one 

person-time. 

 


